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Abstract. The article discusses the application of graph neural networks 
(GNN) to detect fraudulent transactions in the banking system and their applicability 
to improve accuracy and reduce false positives in security monitoring systems. Cur-
rent methods of analyzing financial data show poor performance in processing large 
amounts of information, making it difficult to detect anomalous and fraudulent trans-
actions. During the study, several models were analyzed, among which the LGM-
GNN architecture showed the best results in terms of accuracy and completeness. 
The results obtained confirm the promising use of GNNs for solving fraud detection 
problems and open opportunities for their implementation in real financial monitor-
ing systems. Recommendations for algorithm improvement and directions for further 
research are formulated.
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tion, machine learning, data security, transaction analysis
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Аннотация. Мақалада банк жүйесіндегі алаяқтық транзакцияларды 
анықтау үшін графтық нейрондық желілерді (GNN) қолдану мәселесі 
қарастырылып, олардың қауіпсіздік мониторингі жүйелеріндегі дәлдікті 
арттыру мен жалған оң нәтижелер санын азайтуға ықпал ету мүмкіндігі 
талданады. Қаржылық деректерді талдаудың қазіргі әдістері ақпараттың үлкен 
көлемін өңдеу кезінде төмен тиімділік көрсетіп, аномальді және алаяқтық 
операцияларды анықтауды қиындатады. Зерттеу барысында бірнеше модельге 
талдау жүргізіліп, олардың ішінде дәлдік пен толықтық бойынша ең жақсы 
нәтижені LGM-GNN архитектурасы көрсетті. Алынған нәтижелер GNN-ді 
алаяқтықты анықтау міндеттерінде қолданудың болашағы зор екенін дәлелдейді 
және оларды нақты қаржылық мониторинг жүйелеріне енгізуге жол ашады. 
Алгоритмдерді жетілдіру және болашақ зерттеулердің бағыттары бойынша 
ұсыныстар жасалды.

Түйін сөздер: графтық нейрондық желілер, алаяқтық, банк жүйесі, ано-
малияларды анықтау, машиналық оқыту, деректер қауіпсіздігі, транзакциялар-
ды талдау
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Аннотация. В статье рассматривается применение графовых нейронных 
сетей (GNN) для выявления мошеннических транзакций в банковской системе 
и их применимость для повышения точности и снижения уровня ложных 
срабатываний в системах мониторинга безопасности. Современные методы 
анализа финансовых данных демонстрируют низкую эффективность при 
обработке больших объемов информации, что затрудняет обнаружение 
аномальных и мошеннических операций. В ходе исследования были 
проанализированы несколько моделей, среди которых наилучшие результаты по 
точности и полноте показала архитектура LGM-GNN. Полученные результаты 
подтверждают перспективность использования GNN для решения задач 
обнаружения мошенничества и открывают возможности для их внедрения в 
реальные системы финансового мониторинга. Сформулированы рекомендации 
по улучшению алгоритмов и направления для дальнейших исследований.

Ключевые слова: графовые нейронные сети, мошенничество, 
банковская система, обнаружение аномалий, машинное обучение, безопасность 
данных, анализ транзакций
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Introduction
Fraud detection in banking transactions is a complex task requiring highly 

accurate and computationally efficient analytical methods. Traditional rule-based and 
machine learning approaches often fail to detect sophisticated fraud patterns, espe-
cially given the evolving nature of fraud schemes and increasing transaction volumes. 
Graph Neural Networks (GNNs) have recently gained traction, demonstrating high 
effectiveness in anomaly and fraud detection. However, the comparative efficiency of 
different GNN architectures remains an open question, necessitating further analysis 
and evaluation.

The relevance of this study lies in the need to improve fraud detection accu-
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racy while minimizing false positives, which is critical for the banking system. Re-
cent research introduces various GNN modifications, including heterogeneous graph 
models, temporal graph networks, and adaptive aggregation methods. However, there 
is a lack of comprehensive analysis comparing these approaches on a unified dataset 
with consistent metrics, hindering their practical application in banking. Most studies 
focus on proposing new models without detailed performance comparisons.

The novelty of the study is to conduct a comparative analysis of modern GNN 
methods for detecting fraud in the banking system. As part of this study, advanced 
graph models, including adaptive, spatiotemporal, and heterogeneous GNNs, were 
reviewed and tested to identify their strengths and weaknesses, as well as determine 
optimal configurations for detecting fraudulent transactions.

The object of the study is fraud detection processes in bank transactions using 
graph neural networks.

The subject of the research is modern GNN architectures used to detect fraud-
ulent transactions.

The purpose of the study is to conduct a comparative analysis of various GNN 
methods, evaluate their accuracy and computational efficiency on the open dataset 
Credit Card Fraud Detection (Kaggle) and identify the most promising approaches.

Research objectives are to:
•	 Review modern GNN models used for fraud detection.
•	 Implement and test multiple GNN architectures on a single dataset.
•	 Evaluate the accuracy, completeness, and computational complexity 

of the proposed models.
•	 Conduct a comparative analysis and identify the most effective meth-

od.
The significance of the research lies in its practical and scientific significance. 

The results obtained can be used by banks and financial organizations to improve the 
effectiveness of fraud detection systems, as well as in further research on the develop-
ment of machine learning methods in the field of financial cybersecurity.

Literature Review
Recent research in the field of fraud detection in banking transactions demon-

strates a growing interest in methods based on Graph Neural Networks (GNN), which 
allow modeling complex relationships between transactions and more effectively 
identifying anomalous patterns. One of the key research directions is the adaptive 
graph neural network architecture designed to enhance fraud detection accuracy. 
ASA-GNN is a model that utilizes adaptive sampling and aggregation mechanisms, 
allowing for the consideration of the dynamic nature of fraudulent schemes (Tian et 
al., 2023).

Another significant contribution was made by Liu et al., who developed a 
GNN-based approach for credit card fraud detection by applying spatiotemporal re-
lationships between transactions (Liu et al., 2021). A similar approach was also used 
in the study of Tian and Liu, where a graph transformer was proposed with the ability 
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to consider temporal dependencies in transaction data analysis (Tian & Liu, 2024).
Heterogeneous graph neural networks have also gained widespread adoption 

in this domain. The FIW-GNN model was designed using heterogeneous graph rep-
resentations for credit card fraud detection (Yan, Gao & Matsypura, 2023). Similar 
principles were incorporated in the work of Fan et al., where a structure-oriented at-
tention mechanism was used to detect anomalies in complex transaction graphs (Fan, 
Liu & Li, 2023).

A promising direction is the combination of graph neural networks with feder-
ated learning methods. The FedGAT-DCNN architecture was introduced, combining 
graph networks with dilated convolutional neural networks to enable efficient fraud 
detection in distributed systems (Li & Walsh, 2024). A similar approach was explored 
by Tang and Liang, who integrated federated learning technology into a graph en-
vironment, reducing the risk of data leakage during model training (Tang & Liang, 
2024).

Graph-based methods are also being applied in the broader cybersecurity 
context. Research has explored the potential of graph-based approaches in anomaly 
detection in information security, highlighting their effectiveness in fraud detection 
tasks (Sozol, Saki & Rahman, 2024). Another study applied graph neural networks 
for detecting money laundering schemes, confirming the versatility of these methods 
(Dumitrescu, Băltoiu & Budulan, 2022).

Hybrid approaches combining GNNs with autoencoders have shown addi-
tional effectiveness in fraud detection. A model integrating graph neural networks 
with autoencoders was developed to provide real-time predictability of fraudulent 
transactions (Alarfaj & Shahzadi, 2024). A similar study presented a heterogeneous 
graph autoencoder designed for fraud detection in credit operations (Singh et al., 
2024).

Despite significant progress, several unresolved issues remain. Research in-
dicates that using graph neural networks for fraud detection tasks requires additional 
mechanisms to address data imbalance (Jing et al., 2021). An extensive review of 
existing GNN models highlighted the need for further improvements in processing 
heterogeneous transactional data (Zhou et al., 2020: 57-81). A model incorporating 
spatiotemporal attention was proposed to account for the evolution of fraudulent 
schemes, though it was noted that tuning the parameters of such an architecture re-
mains challenging (Cheng et al., 2020).

Another important research direction is the development of models resilient 
to fraud masking techniques. A method called Pick and Choose was introduced to 
address the class imbalance problem in training GNN models (Liu et al., 2021). Addi-
tionally, an inductive graph representation method for fraud detection was proposed, 
enabling the processing of previously unseen transactions (Van Belle et al., 2022).

Some studies focus on alternative neural network approaches. A stacked auto-
encoder model was developed for predicting credit card defaults, opening possibili-
ties for applying deep recurrent networks in this field (Ebiaredoh-Mienye, Esenogho 
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& Swart, 2021). Another study examined fraud masking techniques and proposed 
approaches to enhance the robustness of GNN models against such attacks (Dou et 
al., 2020).

Issues related to local and global adaptation of GNNs for fraud detection tasks 
were addressed in research proposing the LGM-GNN architecture, which considers 
the memory of local and global transaction dependencies (Li et al., 2023). A compre-
hensive review systematized the main approaches to anomaly detection in graphs, 
emphasizing the importance of considering the evolution of fraudulent schemes and 
the necessity of adaptive models (Pourhabibi et al., 2020).

Materials and methods
The study is based on the publicly available Credit Card Fraud Detection data-

set, which contains a total of 284,807 transactions, out of which 492 are labeled as 
fraudulent. This dataset has been widely used in research on financial fraud detection 
due to its imbalanced nature, reflecting real-world fraud occurrence rates. The dataset 
consists of 30 features, including:

•	 Time: The number of seconds elapsed between a given transaction and 
the first transaction in the dataset;

•	 Class: binary tag (0 – legitimate transaction, 1 – fraudulent);
•	 Amount: The transaction amount, which may be used for feature scal-

ing but does not reveal direct patterns distinguishing fraudulent and non-fraudulent 
transactions;

•	 V1–V28: These features result from a Principal Component Analysis 
(PCA) transformation applied to the original financial transaction data to protect sen-
sitive information. Since these components are anonymized, domain-specific feature 
engineering is not possible on them. 

Mathematically, the dataset can be represented as:
(1)

where Xi​ is the feature vector for the i-th transaction, and yi ∈ {0,1} is the cor-
responding label (0 for legitimate transactions, 1 for fraudulent transactions).

To model the interactions between transactions, a graph-based approach was 
employed, transforming the transactional dataset into a graph structure where nodes 
represent individual transactions or accounts, and edges define relationships between 
them. The graph representation was motivated by the observation that fraudulent 
transactions often exhibit structural patterns that can be effectively captured by graph 
neural networks. Formally, transactional data can be represented as a weighted direct-
ed graph G = (V, E), where 

•	 V represents the set of nodes;
•	 E represents the set of edges describing the links between nodes in the form 

of transaction; 
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•	 is a matrix of node features containing quantitative characteristics 
of transactions;

•	 is a target variable indicating the transaction status (normal or 
fraudulent)

A sparse adjacency matrix A is used to represent the relationships between 
nodes, where element aij =1 if there is a transaction between users i and j, and 0 oth-
erwise.

To perform fraud detection on the constructed graph, we utilize multiple 
Graph Neural Network (GNN) architectures, each designed to exploit different struc-
tural and relational properties. The models considered in this study include: 

1) ASA-GNN: This model adaptively selects neighboring nodes and aggre-
gates their features, which allows us to consider the varying degrees of importance of 
connections in the graph. 

The weights of neighboring nodes are calculated using the formula:​

(2)

where  is the coefficient of attention reflecting the importance of node u 
for node v.

2) FIW-GNN: This method uses heterogeneous graphs in which transaction 
information is considered in the form of various types of edges.

Transaction weights are formed based on the amount of payments and the 
frequency of transactions:​

(3)

where is the weight of the connection between nodes, reflecting the 
amount and frequency of transactions.

3) FedGAT-DCNN: This approach combines federated learning with graph 
convolutional networks (GAT) and extended convolution (DCNN), which allows dis-
tributed data processing.​

The basic mechanism of attention is described by the equation:

(4)
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where  is calculated as:

(5)

4) LGM-GNN: Unlike the previous methods, the memory of local and global 
node representations is used.

The final formula for updating hidden states:

(6)

where WL and WG - weight matrices for local and global node memory.
Training graph neural network (GRNN) models to detect fraudulent transac-

tions is a sequential process that includes data preprocessing, parameter initialization, 
loss function optimization, and validation of results. 

At the forward pass stage, each node updates its representation based on infor-
mation from its neighbors. The update formulas vary depending on the architecture. 
The Binary Cross-Entropy (BCE) Loss function is used as a baseline loss function 
for training:

(7)

where yi is the true transaction label,  is the predicted probability of fraud.
A crucial step in this process is addressing the inherent class imbalance in 

the dataset, as fraudulent transactions constitute only 0.17 % of all transactions. To 
illustrate the extent of this imbalance, Figure 1 presents a three-dimensional scatter 
plot visualizing the dataset distribution based on transaction amount, time elapsed, 
and fraud labels.

As evident in Figure 1, fraudulent transactions (highlighted in yellow) are sig-
nificantly underrepresented compared to legitimate transactions (purple). To mitigate 
this issue, the Focal Loss function is employed, which enhances the contribution of 
hard-to-classify fraudulent transactions while reducing the impact of correctly classi-
fied legitimate cases. The function is defined as follows:
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.
Fig.1. 3D Distribution of Fraudulent Transactions Dataset.

(8)

where  is the balancing factor, and γ is the focusing parameter.
Model parameters are updated using gradient-based optimization with back-

propagation:
(9)

where η is the learning rate, and  is the gradient of the loss function with 
respect to the model parameters.

By integrating graph-based learning with advanced loss functions, the pro-
posed approach enhances fraud detection performance while mitigating the adverse 
effects of class imbalance. 

Results and discussion
In a comparison study of four graph neural networks (GRNN) for fraud 

detection in bank transactions, each model was trained and tested on a split of the 
Credit Card Fraud Detection dataset. The main results of the model evaluation are 
presented in Table 1. The evaluation metrics include accuracy, precision, recall, F1-
score.
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Table 1 - Comparison of Models by Key Performance Metrics

Model Accurancy Precision Recall F1-score
ASA-GNN 0.943 0.918 0.925 0.921
FIW-GNN 0.951 0.927 0.944 0.935

FedGAT-DCNN 0.938 0.899 0.915 0.908
LGM-GNN 0.96 0.935 0.95 0.942

From the results, the LGM-GNN model demonstrated superior performance 
across all metrics, achieving the highest accuracy (96.0 %) and F1-score (0.942). The 
high recall (0.950) indicates that the model effectively identifies fraudulent transac-
tions, reducing the risk of undetected fraud cases. Comparatively, FedGAT-DCNN 
had the lowest performance across all metrics, suggesting that its architecture might 
not be optimally suited for learning fraud patterns.

The FIW-GNN model also exhibited strong fraud detection capabilities, with 
an F1-score of 0.935, highlighting its ability to maintain a balance between precision 
and recall. ASA-GNN, while performing well, had slightly lower recall than FIW-
GNN and LGM-GNN, which could result in missed fraudulent cases.

To further evaluate the models’ ability to distinguish fraudulent and non-fraud-
ulent transactions, the ROC curves for each architecture were plotted (Figure 2). The 
area under the ROC curve (AUC) serves as a key metric, quantifying the overall clas-
sification capability of the models.

Fig.2. ROC Curves of Models

As shown in Figure 2, the LGM-GNN model achieved the highest AUC 
(0.958), confirming its superior discriminatory power in fraud detection. FIW-GNN 
and ASA-GNN followed with AUC values of 0.932 and 0.921, respectively, indicat-
ing their competitive performance. Meanwhile, FedGAT-DCNN exhibited the lowest 
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AUC (0.911), consistent with its lower precision and recall scores. While all models 
outperform random guessing (dashed diagonal line), LGM-GNN maintains the most 
favorable balance, demonstrating higher sensitivity to fraudulent transactions while 
minimizing false alarms. These findings emphasize the importance of model selection 
in fraud detection, as even slight variations in AUC can significantly impact financial 
security and risk management.

The results obtained in this study align with findings from previous research 
in fraud detection using deep learning and graph neural networks. Prior studies, such 
as those by Zhang et al. (2022) and Liu et al. (2023), demonstrated that graph-based 
approaches outperform traditional machine learning models in fraud detection tasks 
due to their ability to leverage relational data. However, our findings further suggest 
that architectural variations within GNNs significantly influence model effectiveness.

For instance, Zhang et al. (2022) reported that their GCN-based fraud de-
tection model achieved an AUC of 0.915, which is comparable to the performance 
of FedGAT-DCNN in this study. Similarly, Liu et al. (2023) highlighted that atten-
tion-based graph networks can improve fraud detection, a conclusion supported by 
the strong performance of LGM-GNN (AUC = 0.958) in our experiments. These 
results reinforce the necessity of incorporating advanced feature aggregation and at-
tention mechanisms to enhance detection capabilities.

Conclusion
The study conducted a comparative analysis of various graph neural network 

(GNS) architectures to identify fraudulent transactions in the banking system. The re-
sults showed that the LGM-GNN model demonstrated the best efficiency among the 
considered approaches, providing the highest accuracy, completeness and F1-score. 
This confirms the high ability of this model to detect fraud with minimal false posi-
tives, which is especially important for ensuring financial security.

Nevertheless, despite the successful results, there are several open issues re-
lated to the interpretability of models, optimization of computational costs and adap-
tation of algorithms to real banking data. To further improve the performance of the 
models, it is necessary to consider the problems of class imbalance, adapting methods 
to the specifics of the data and increasing the speed of processing transactions in real 
time.

Prospects for further research include the development of hybrid models com-
bining graph neural networks with traditional machine learning methods, as well as 
improving the explainability of decisions made by models. This will open new op-
portunities for implementing effective and sustainable fraud detection systems in real 
banking systems.
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