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Abstract. This study investigates the structural robustness of Astana’s bus trans-
port network using complex network theory. The network was modeled in L-space based
on open 2GIS data, where bus stops represent nodes and route segments represent edges.
Key metrics, including the size of the largest connected component, mean shortest path
length and mean inverse path length, were analyzed under both random and targeted
failure scenarios. The results show that the network maintains high resilience to random
disruptions but is highly vulnerable to targeted removals of high-betweenness nodes
and bridge edges, which act as critical connectors between major urban areas. Their
removal leads to rapid fragmentation and a collapse of global connectivity. The findings
highlight the imbalance between local redundancy and global dependency within the
city’s public transport system and provide a foundation for resilience-oriented planning,
emphasizing redundancy reinforcement and diversification of inter-hub connections to
ensure uninterrupted service during disruptions.

Keywords: public transport network, complex network theory, structural robust-
ness, network resilience, betweenness centrality, targeted attacks, network vulnerability
analysis
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AnHoTauus. byn 3eprreyne AcraHaHbIH aBTOOYC KOIIK KENICIHIH KYPBUIBIM-
JIBIK. OPHBIKTBUIBIFBI KYPJEI JKellijep TeOpHUsAChl TYprbIchiHAH Tanmgansl. JKem 2GIS
T1aT(hOPMACKIHBIH allIbIK JEpPeKTepl Heri3iHae L-KeHiCTiKTe MOAeNbACH I, MyH/Ia aB-
ToOyC asurmamMasiapbl TYHIHICpP peTiHAe, al MapIIpyT OeJiKTepi KbIpiap peTiHie Kapa-
CTBIpbUIABL. Herisri kepceTkimTep, eH YJIKeH OalIaHbICKAaH KOMITOHEHTTIH eJIIeMi,
opTaiia eH KbICKa JKOJI JKOHE OpTalia Kepi KOoJl Y3bIH/IBIFBI, Ke31eHCOK )KOHE MaKCaATThI
ICTeH WIBIFY CIICHApHiiiepi KaFaalbIHaa Tanganasl. HoTmxkenep KepceTkeHueH, kel
KEe37IeMCOK Oy3bUTyIapra KOFaphbl TO3IMILIIK TaHBITKAHBIMEH, KOFAPHI JEIJANIBIK Op-
TaJBIKTBUTBIKKA W€ TYHIHAEp MEH KOMIpJIiK KbIpJIap/sl KO Ke3iHJe endyip ocan 6o-
JbIm Keneai. MyHzail seMeHTTepIiH JKOWBLUTYBI JKeTiHIH Te3 (parMeHTanusIanybHa
XKoHe skahaHIBIK 0alIaHBICTBUIBIKTHIH Y31UTylHE dKelel. 3epTTey HOTHKeNIepl KaTalblK
KOFaM/IBIK KOJIIK JKYHEeCIHAET KEePTUTIKTI apTHIKTHIK TICH FAaTaMJIbIK TOYEIIITIKTIH TCH-
repiMci3airid aiiKeIHIai OTHIPHII, OPHBIKTHIIBIKKA OaFBITTANIFaH JKOCIapiayFa Heri3 Ka-
naiiael. by GarpITTa Kerip eTKeNaepinaeri KaiiTarama OaitlaHbIcTapbl KYIIEHTY MEH
TOparnapaiblK KOCBUTBICTAP/Ibl OpTapanTaHIbIPY/IbIH MAHbI3IbUIBIFBI aTall OTLUIe/].

Tyiiin ce3aep: KOFaMIBIK KOJIK XKeJici, Kypei Kelijep TeOPHUsIChI, KYPbUIbIM-
JIBIK OPHBIKTBUIBIK, JKETIHIH OPHBIKTBUIBIFBI, MENIANIABIK OPTAIBIKTBUIBIK, MaKCATThI
mrabybsuIaap, KeMiHIH OCATIBIKTAPhIH Ty
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AHHOTanusi. B HacrosieM uCCIIEJOBaHUM aHAIU3UPYETCSl CTPYKTypHas
YCTOMYUBOCTH aBTOOYCHOM TPaHCIIOPTHOM ceTH ACTaHbl C UCIOJIb30BAHUEM METOJIOB
TEOpUU CIOXKHBIX cered. CeThb MojaenupoBajack B L-mpocTpaHCTBE Ha OCHOBE
OTKPBITHIX AaHHBIX Iu1atdopmel 2GIS, rae aBTOOyCHBIE OCTAaHOBKH HPECTABICHHI B
BUJIC Y3JIOB, @ YYaCTKH MapHIpyToB B Buze p&dep. OCHOBHbIE MOKA3aTeNIH, BKIIOYAs
pa3mep HauOOJBIIErO CBA3aHHOI'O KOMIIOHEHTA, CPE/IHIO KpaTYaNIIyI0 JJIHHY ITyTH
U CPEIHIOI OOpaTHYIO JUIMHY IyTH, ObUIM MpOaHATU3UPOBAHBI MPH CIyYaHHBIX H
LIeJICHANPABJICHHBIX CLIEHAPUSAX OTKa30B. Pe3ynbTaThl Moka3aid, 4yTo ceTh o0iagaer
BBICOKOM YCTOWYHMBOCTBIO K CIy4yailHBIM COOSIM, HO TMPOSBISET 3HAYUTEIBHYIO
YSI3BUMOCTh IIPU LIE€JICHANPABICHHOM YJAJ€HUM Y3JI0B C BBICOKOH IOCPEIHUYECKOU
LEHTPAJILHOCTBI0O M MOCTOBBIX pPEOEp, BBIMOJHSIOMMX (YHKLIUIO  KIHOYEBBIX
COEIMHUTENIEH MEXAYy OCHOBHBIMU T'OPOJCKMMHU 30HaMu. VX ynajieHue NpUBOAUT
K ObICTpOH (parMeHTalMu CeTH U 1moTepe riolanbHOM cBsizHOCTU. [lomyueHHble
Pe3yIbTaThl BRIABISAIOT JUCOATAHC MEXKIY JIOKATbHON M30BITOYHOCTHIO U INI00ATBHOM
3aBHCUMOCTBIO B CUCTEME OOIIECTBEHHOTO TPAHCIIOPTa rOpoJia U CO3Jat0T OCHOBY JUIS
IUTAHUPOBAHUSI, OPUEHTHUPOBAHHOIO HA IOBBILIEHHE YCTOMUMBOCTH, C aKLEHTOM Ha
ycUJIeHHEe AyOIUpYIOIUX CBA3CH M TUBEPCUPUKAIIMIO MEXKY3JIOBBIX COCTUHEHUHN IS
o0ecreyeHns HEMPEPbIBHOCTH TPAHCIIOPTHOTO OOCTYKUBAHUS MTPU COOSIX.

KiroueBblie cj1oBa: ceTh 00IIECTBEHHOTO TPAHCIIOPTA, TEOPUS CIIOKHBIX CETeH,
CTPYKTypHasi YCTOMYHMBOCTb, YCTOMYMBOCTb CETH, MOCPEIHUYECKAs LIEHTPAJIbHOCTD,
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IeJICHANpaBJICHHBIC aTaKW, aHAJN3 YA3BUMOCTH CETH
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75. (Ha anr.). https://doi.org/10.54309/1JICT.2026.25.1.004.

Kondaukr uHTepecoB: aBTOpbI 3asBISIOT 00 OTCYTCTBUHM KOH(IMKTa
HUHTEPECOB.

Introduction.

In the context of rapid urban growth and increased uncertainty in transport de-
mand, the resilience and reliability of public transport become key factors of urban
safety and quality of life. The approach of complex network theory has proven effective
for quantitatively assessing the connectivity and vulnerability of transport systems: such
networks often exhibit robustness to random failures while showing heightened sensi-
tivity to targeted impacts on the most significant elements (Ge et al., 2022). However,
for Astana there is no systematic robustness assessment that directly contrasts random
failures with targeted disruptions to nodes and edges. To address this gap, we quantify
the robustness of Astana’s bus network under both random and targeted scenarios and
outline planning-relevant implications. We analyze Astana’s bus network using stop and
route data sourced from 2GIS, within the city’s administrative boundaries.

Astana is a young capital with a rapidly changing spatial structure and pronounced
monocentricity, divided by the Yesil River into large functional zones and connected by
a limited set of bridge crossings that form potential “bottlenecks” for passenger flows.
Climatic extremes (a long and cold winter with strong winds) reinforce the requirements
for network reliability and route redundancy: even short-term outages of nodes and links
during peak periods can lead to cascading overloads of adjacent corridors (Huang et
al., 2023). Given the dominance of bus services (in the absence of a fully functioning
inner-city rail system), redundancy of transfer alternatives is critical, especially on the
arteries crossing the river and in areas of mass residential development on the right and
left banks (Jia et al., 2019).

The aim of this study is to quantitatively assess the structural robustness of Asta-
na’s bus network and to identify the key elements that determine its reliability under var-
ious disruption scenarios. We model the network in the L-space representation: nodes
are stops, edges are sequential links along routes; we analyze the network’s response
to sequential removal of nodes/edges both in random order and in order of decreasing
degree and betweenness centrality; we track the dynamics of the share of the largest
connected component S(c), the mean and maximum shortest path length, as well as
the mean inverse path length, correctly defined for disconnected graphs (Tran et al.,
2019). Additionally, we consider scenarios of “cascading effects”, wherein the failure of
a critical stop leads to the removal of the routes serving it, thereby simulating realistic
failure propagation (Li et al., 2025). Details of the materials, metrics and experimental
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procedures are provided in the “Materials and Methods™ section.

The novelty of this study lies in integrating a comprehensive complex-network
assessment of Astana’s bus network robustness, explicitly contrasting random and tar-
geted failure scenarios, with a direct translation of degradation curves and identified
critical nodes and links into practice-oriented recommendations. This perspective links
network indicators to Astana’s public transport development strategy, prioritizing un-
interrupted service under challenging climatic and spatial conditions. The object of the
study is the bus transport network of Astana; the subject is its structural robustness under
random and targeted node and edge removals. We hypothesize that the network main-
tains substantial tolerance to random failures but exhibits pronounced vulnerability to
targeted disruptions of high-betweenness transfer nodes and bridge edges.

Materials and methods.

Observations of urban public transport routes show that their paths form a net-
work with a complex structure. This approach makes it possible to view transport sys-
tems through the lens of complex network theory, where public transport infrastructure
is modeled and analyzed using graph-theoretic tools (Derrible & Kennedy, 2011). Over
the past decades, the concept of complex networks has become a central field of re-
search, combining methods from graph theory and statistical physics. Within this frame-
work, a network is defined as a set of nodes connected by edges, allowing interactions
to be described in both natural and man-made systems.

Particular attention in complex network studies is paid to nontrivial properties
that differ sharply from those of classical random graphs. In particular, it has been found
that such networks exhibit the small-world effect, short distances between nodes, a
high level of local clustering and a pronounced ability for self-organization (Xiao et al.,
2024). These characteristics ensure robustness against random failures while making the
system vulnerable to targeted attacks on key elements, a pattern repeatedly observed in
real-world transit networks (Cicchini et al., 2024).

Applying this approach to transport systems makes it possible to reveal hidden
patterns in their structure, assess connectivity and resilience levels and detect correla-
tions that go beyond random link distributions (Chen et al., 2024; Hassan et al., 2022).
Thus, analyzing a bus network as a complex system allows not only for a graph-based
structural description but also for conclusions about its reliability and operational ro-
bustness.

For this study, a custom Python parser was developed to automatically collect
open data from the 2GIS platform. The data were collected in September 2025, meaning
that all network topology and route information used in the analysis reflects the actual
state of the public transport system at that moment. The parser extracts the complete set
of bus stops and routes within the administrative boundaries of Astana, recording the
ordered sequence of stops for each route. The resulting data are stored in CSV format
to ensure reproducibility and subsequent processing. Based on these data, the transport
network is represented as a graph, which enables the application of methods of complex
network theory to analyze its structure and robustness. All calculations and network
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metrics were performed using the NetworkX library in Python.

In this study, the bus network is modeled in the L-space representation. Each
stop corresponds to a node, while consecutive stops along a route are connected by
edges, following standard practice in spatial analyses of bus transport networks (Shan-
mukhappa et al., 2018). Thus, the resulting graph captures the structure of the bus net-
work, where edges reflect the actual sequence of movements along bus routes.

Several basic indicators are used to describe the structural properties of the trans-
port network. One of them is the average node degree (k), which shows how many con-
nections each vertex of the graph has on average. It is calculated as

: 2M

where M is the number of edges and N is the number of nodes.

Another important parameter is the average shortest path length (/), which char-
acterizes the average distance between all pairs of nodes within a single connected com-

ponent.
_L NI
() == 3160 ), N

where /(i,j) is the shortest path between nodes i and j.

Additionally, the maximum shortest path length ™%  corresponding to the
longest shortest distance in the network, is also considered. This indicator reflects the
graph’s diameter and allows for an assessment of its overall “spread”.

Another important characteristic of the transport network is the clustering coeffi-
cient. It shows how tightly the neighbors of each vertex are connected to each other. For
a given node i, this indicator is calculated as

2 .
Ci = k{._k—yt—l} ' ki = 2,
A (3)

where ); denotes the number of edges between the neighbors of vertex i and
ki 1s its degree. The average value across all nodes gives the clustering coefficient of
the entire network. For convenience, it can be normalized to the value obtained for an
Erdés—Rényi random graph of comparable size:

_ien) 2M

C ER:F

CER (4)
This parameter reflects the tendency of the network to form local “triangles”,
thus demonstrating the level of internal connectivity.
In addition, to analyze the network structure, the degree distribution of nodes
P(k) is used. It shows the probability that a randomly chosen vertex has degree k. In real
transport networks, the degree distribution often follows a power-law of the form

P(k) ~k™Y, k> 1, (5)
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where the exponent y characterizes the rate of decay of the distribution.
Additionally, we report two aggregate measures related to the degree distribtion.

(x2)

The parameter k) denotes the Molloy—Reed ratio k) = % which provide(s 31
L

criterion for the existence and robustness of the giant component. The parameter
denotes Z1  the ratio of the mean number of second neighbors to first neigh-
_y k L .

bors; deviations between K ) and k(z) indicate degree correlations and structural het-
erogeneity of the network.

To identify which specific nodes are structurally critical for maintaining connec-
tivity, the betweenness centrality metric is used. It shows how often a vertex i appears
in the shortest paths between other pairs of nodes:

k(1)

Cp(i) = Ej;ti;tkEN o’ (6)

where 9k is the number of shortest paths between nodes j and k and Ik (i) 1s

the number of such paths that pass through node i. The average value of €5 makes it
possible to identify nodes that play a key role in the transport system.

Within a percolation-theoretic framework, we assess the robustness of Asta-
na’s bus network by iteratively removing elements and monitoring how its structure
degrades. At each step of the experiment, a single node or edge is removed according
to a specified strategy, all network indicators are recalculated on the modified graph,
and the procedure continues until almost all elements are eliminated. This setup allows
us to directly compare accidental failures with informed attacks that target structurally
important components.

We consider two main classes of node-removal scenarios. In random failures,
nodes are selected uniformly at random. In targeted attacks, the removal order is adap-
tive: after each step, the node with the highest current structural importance, measured
by degree or betweenness centrality, is removed, so that the attack dynamically follows
the evolving network (Pei et al., 2024). Additionally, we examine a modified random
strategy in which, at each step, a random node is chosen and then one of its neighbors
is removed, which increases the probability of eliminating well-connected nodes (Shi et
al., 2023). These strategies capture a spectrum from purely random disruptions to delib-
erately focused attacks (Furno et al., 2021).

An analogous set of scenarios is defined for edge removals. Edges are either
removed uniformly at random or in a targeted fashion based on their structural role,
with priority given to connections that either exhibit high edge betweenness centrality
or link high-degree nodes, acting as “bridge links” between major corridors of the net-
work (Cao et al., 2025; Rahman et al., 2000). To formalize this, concepts traditionally
applied to nodes are extended to edges: the degree of an edge connecting nodes i and j
is defined as
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l
kfl] = ki + kj - 2, (7)
-

where ki and ™J are the degrees of the incident nodes. This provides a consis-
tent basis for comparing node- and edge-based attack strategies.

Percolation theory characterizes network degradation through the presence and
size of a “giant component”. To quantify how much of the network remains connected
after removing a fraction c¢ of elements, we use the normalized size of the largest con-
nected component

S(c) = Nf], ©

where Ni(c) is the number of nodes in the largest component after removals
and N is the total number of nodes in the original network. Values S(c) = 1 indicate a
largely connected system, whereas S(c) — 0 signifies fragmentation into small, isolat-
ed clusters.

To capture changes in efficiency within the remaining connected structure, we
compute the average inverse shortest path length

_ 2 —{fr =
()= mzhjeﬂl I(U); 9)
where /(i ,j) 1s the shortest path between nodes i and j. For disconnected pairs,
171, j) = 0.

Unlike the standard average path length, this measure remains well-defined when the
network splits into multiple components, as unreachable pairs contribute zero rather
than making the metric undefined. It therefore provides a sensitive indicator of how
route accessibility deteriorates under progressive disruptions (Mussone & Notari, 2021).

Random removal experiments demonstrate a self-averaging behavior: repeated
trials yield nearly identical degradation curves. In contrast, targeted removal rapidly
suppresses both S(c) and {I_l), because nodes and edges with the highest structural
significance are eliminated early (Jin et al., 2022; Zhang, 2017).

A quantitative evaluation of the transport network’s resilience was conducted
alongside the qualitative vulnerability analysis. Resilience reflects the network’s abil-
ity to preserve connectivity under node removal. According to percolation theory, this
property is linked to a critical concentration €rc, beyond which a connected cluster
forms. For finite networks, however, connectivity gradually decreases over a range of
concentrations (Zhang et al., 2013).

The normalized size of the largest component S(c) is used to assess resilience.
The overall measure is defined as: ,

A=100], S(c) de, (10)

This integral quantifies the cumulative effect of node removals and serves as a
robust indicator of network stability.

Results and discussion.
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The structural analysis of Astana’s bus transport network provides a quantitative
assessment of its key topological properties within the framework of complex network
theory. The network is modeled in the L-space representation, where nodes correspond
to bus stops and edges connect consecutive stops along operational routes, enabling the
computation of indicators that describe its connectivity, compactness, and local cluster-
ing.

Table 1 — Basic topological metrics of Astana’s bus transport network

Symbol Description Value
N Number of stops 1075
R Number of routes 109
(k) Average node degree 3.54

Maximum shortest path 35

(I Average shortest path 11.8
C Clustering coefficient 79.4
Betweenness centrality 5794

Degree correlation (z) 2.3
Degree correlation (k) 4.57
v Degree distribution exponent 3.66

Table 1 summarizes the baseline structural metrics of Astana's bus network. With
1075 stops and 109 routes, the system is large but relatively sparse: the average node
degree (k) = 3.54 indicates that most stops have only a few direct onward options. The
average shortest path length (1) = 11.8 and the maximum shortest path lmax — 33
suggest that traveling between spatially distant areas may require long multi-stop and
indirect routes, which is consistent with the elongated, corridor-like structure of the net-
work. At the same time, the high clustering coefficient C = 79.4 indicates pronounced
local redundancy, meaning that certain subareas of the network form dense clusters of
stops that provide short alternative paths even under individual link or node failures.
Figures 1-3 summarize how the bus network responds to random node removal.
Figure 1 shows the relative size of the largest connected component S, defined as the
fraction of nodes that remain within the largest connected subnetwork after a given
number of removals. As the number of removed nodes increases, S exhibits a clear
monotonically decreasing trend and eventually approaches zero. This behavior reflects
a progressive loss of global connectivity: the giant component is gradually dismantled,
and the network ceases to function as a single, city-wide structure.
A similar decline is observed for the mean inverse path length I~ tin Fig. 2.
This metric is calculated as the average of the inverse shortest-path distance between
all reachable pairs of nodes (with disconnected pairs contributing zero). The continuous
decrease of I~ lindicates that overall reachability deteriorates even before the network
becomes fully disconnected, highlighting that inefficiency emerges prior to complete
fragmentation.
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Fig. 1. Change in the Largest Component Size under Random Node Removal
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Fig. 2. Change in Mean Inverse Path Length under Random Node Removal
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Fig. 3. Change in Maximum Shortest Path under Random Node Removal

Fig. 3 plots the maximum shortest-path distance Imax> which characterizes
the effective diameter of the remaining connected structure. In contrast to S and (1_1)
Lirax first exhibits a pronounced spike. At early stages of random removal, some direct
links disappear and routes between distant parts of the city are forced to detour through
longer chains of intermediate stops, so the longest shortest path in the network becomes
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significantly larger. After a certain threshold, however, {mmax collapses sharply. This
collapse occurs when the network ceases to behave as one integrated system and
fragments into many small local clusters; within these small clusters, all shortest paths
are by definition short, so the global maximum drops.

Taken together, the three curves indicate a two-stage failure pattern. First, the
system becomes inefficient before it is fully disconnected: even while S is still relatively
high, passengers would already face very long indirect routes, as reflected by the early
peak in . Later, both S and the mean inverse path length fall to very low values, showing
that the bus network no longer provides city-wide connectivity and instead survives
only as isolated local components with minimal interaction between them.
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Fig. 4. Change in the Largest Component Size under Different Node Removal Strategies

Fig. 4 shows how the relative size of the largest connected component S changes
under different node removal strategies. Here, S is defined as the fraction of all nodes
that remain in the largest connected subnetwork after a given number of removals. In
addition to purely random removal, three targeted attack strategies are considered: re-
moval of nodes in order of decreasing degree; removal of nodes in order of decreasing
betweenness centrality; and the “random neighbor” strategy, in which at each step a
random node is selected and one of its neighbors is removed. The latter procedure is
known to preferentially affect well-connected (hub-like) nodes, since high-degree nodes
are more likely to appear as neighbors. For all targeted strategies, the attack sequence is
updated after each step, so that at every stage the next node is chosen among those with
the highest current structural importance.

The curves in Fig. 4 demonstrate that targeted attacks are substantially more
destructive for network connectivity than random failures. When nodes are removed
according to degree or betweenness centrality, S rapidly declines to values close to zero
after the removal of a relatively small number of nodes, indicating an early collapse
of the giant connected component and, consequently, of global connectivity. By con-
trast, under purely random removal the decay of S is much slower and extends over a
considerably larger number of removed nodes, consistent with the robustness typical-
ly observed in heterogeneous public transport networks with hub-like structures. The
“random neighbor” strategy produces an intermediate effect: it degrades connectivity
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faster than uniform random removal but less aggressively than fully targeted attacks,
as it implicitly favors the elimination of locally well-connected nodes without explicit
computation of global centrality. Overall, Fig. 4 indicates that the Astana bus network
depends disproportionately on a relatively small set of structurally critical stops; once
these high-importance nodes are removed, the network fragments rapidly into smaller,
poorly connected components.
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Fig. 5. Change in the Largest Component Size under Different Edge Removal Strategies

Fig. 5 shows how the size of the largest connected component S changes when
edges, rather than nodes, are progressively removed under three different strategies. As
before, S is the fraction of all nodes that remain in the largest connected subgraph. The
first strategy is random edge removal, where links are deleted uniformly at random. The
second strategy removes, at each step, the edge with the highest betweenness centrality,
1.e. the link that is currently most frequently used by shortest paths in the network. The
third strategy removes edges associated with high-degree structure, i.e. links incident to
highly connected hubs, prioritizing the connections that maintain access to those hubs.
In the targeted strategies, importance is recalculated after each deletion, so that at every
step the next link chosen is again among the most structurally critical ones.

The three curves illustrate very different robustness behaviors. When edges are
removed randomly, S decreases slowly and remains relatively high for a long portion
of the process: even after hundreds of edges are deleted, the network still preserves a
large connected backbone. This indicates a high tolerance to incidental link failures. By
contrast, removal based on edge betweenness produces an almost immediate collapse:
S plummets after only a small number of deletions, showing that the network’s global
connectivity relies on a limited set of “bridge” edges that carry many of the shortest
paths between otherwise weakly coupled regions. Degree-based edge removal produces
an intermediate pattern: the curve stays flat at first but then exhibits a sharp drop once
enough high-degree hub connections are severed, after which the giant component rap-
idly fragments. Operationally, this means that connectivity in the Astana bus network is
not only concentrated in a few critical transfer stops (as in the node-removal analysis),
but also concentrated in a small number of high-load inter-hub links. Disrupting those
links, for example, corridors that connect major interchange areas, can split the system
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into isolated clusters even if most stops themselves remain in service.
Table 2 — Resilience measure A-value for the PTN of Astana.

Remove Type Value
Random node removal 27.9
Highest-degree node removal 10.9
Highest betweenness node removal 35
Random edge removal 47.3
Highest-degree edge removal 41
Highest betweenness edge removal 54

In this study, the integral measure A is used as an indicator of robustness, de-
fined as the area under the S(c) curve for a given removal scenario. Larger values of
A indicate that the network preserves a substantial connected component over a wid-
er range of perturbations. Using the results reported by von Ferber et al. for London
and Paris as a benchmark, Astana under random node removal has a robustness value
of 27.9, which is close to 29.31 for London and below 37.93 for Paris, implying that
its loss of connectivity under random failures occurs at a rate comparable to London
and faster than Paris. Under highest-degree node removal, the corresponding values
are 10.9 for Astana, 10.77 for Paris and 5.45 for London, indicating that the removal of
degree-based hubs is relatively less critical for Astana’s network structure. In contrast,
under highest-betweenness node removal Astana exhibits pronounced vulnerability: 3.5
compared to 8.71 for London and 10.67 for Paris, which shows that targeted removal
of high-betweenness transfer nodes leads to rapid fragmentation of Astana’s network.

For edge removal, Astana demonstrates a more moderate pattern: 47.3 under
random edge removal, compared with 27.45 for London and 56.04 for Paris, and 41.0
under removal of edges incident to highest-degree nodes, compared with 20.95 for Lon-
don and 47.12 for Paris. However, under removal of highest-betweenness edges the
value for Astana drops to 5.4, while London and Paris retain substantially higher levels
(27.2 and 55.93, respectively). This implies the presence of a small set of critical links
in Astana’s public transport network that act as structural bridges between major parts
of the system. Once these bridge edges fail, the size of the largest connected component
S(c) declines sharply. Overall, the comparison suggests that Astana’s network is com-
parable to London with respect to random failures and, in some scenarios, approaches
the robustness of Paris, but it remains highly dependent on a limited number of transfer
nodes and bridging links; targeted disruptions of these elements induce rapid fragmen-
tation and constitute the principal vulnerability of the system.

Conclusion.

This study provided a comprehensive quantitative assessment of the structural
robustness of Astana’s bus transport network within the framework of complex network
theory. By analyzing the effects of both random and targeted failures on nodes and
edges, we identified critical structural dependencies that determine the system’s overall
resilience. The results demonstrate that while the network exhibits high tolerance to ran-
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dom disruptions, comparable to that of major European networks such as London and
Paris, it is highly vulnerable to targeted removals of high-betweenness nodes and bridge
edges. These elements function as essential connectors between the left and right banks
of the city and between major radial—arterial corridors. Their failure rapidly fragments
the network, eliminating the “giant component” and severely reducing accessibility
across districts (Sun et al., 2025).

The findings underscore the dual nature of Astana’s public transport topology:
robust against random losses yet sensitive to localized structural failures at key transfer
points and inter-hub corridors. This pattern reflects the city’s monocentric spatial orga-
nization and limited cross-river connectivity, which amplify the functional importance
of'a few high-load transfer hubs. From a planning perspective, the results emphasize the
need to reinforce redundancy along bridge crossings, diversify alternative routes con-
necting peripheral zones and reconfigure transfer circuits to reduce overdependence on
single high-betweenness nodes (Han et al., 2023).

Beyond its local relevance, this work contributes to the broader understanding
of resilience in emerging urban transport systems under extreme climatic and spatial
constraints (Gupta et al., 2024). The methodology combining L-space modeling, per-
colation-based robustness analysis and targeted failure simulation can be extended to
multimodal or temporal networks. Future research could incorporate passenger flow
data, temporal demand variations and dynamic adaptation mechanisms to further refine
resilience planning for Astana’s evolving mobility system.
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